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December 7, 2015

Death Notice No. 29 (To all Unit Administrations):

The Marianist Province of the United States recomuseto our
fraternal prayers our dear broth&OBERT JOHNS, of the Siena
Woods Community (Dayton, Ohio), who died in thevgmr of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on December 2, 2015, in Day®hjo, USA, at
the age of 84 with 66 years of religious profession

Brother Bob ministered as a “working brother,” segvthe Society of
Mary and the Church in maintenance roles. He speatly 20 years
with a nonprofit organization providing home repsérvices to low-
income residents of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Robert Joseph Johns was born December 11, 193Bittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. He was one of four sons and two datghn the
family of Leo and Alice (Lynch) Johns. He attendedrpus Christi
School in his hometown, and joined the postulatBedcon, New York, at age 14. Brother Bob
entered the novitiate in 1948, and professedvosts on August 23, 1949, in Beacon.

For his first assignment, Brother Bob shoulderedstmiction and farm work at the Marianist
Scholasticate at Mount Saint John in Dayton from fedl of 1949 through most of 1952. He then
returned to New York, where he did general maimeraand construction at Beacon and at the
novitiate, Chaminade Preparatory, in Marcy untitfiB59. He was a farm worker at Mount Saint
John the following year.

Brother Bob made a second novitiate at MaryclifGlencoe, Missouri, from 1960 — 1961. For the
next three years, he served in Dayton at Chamirkdigh School (now Chaminade Julienne
Catholic High School) and at the University of Dayt

In January 1964, Brother Bob returned to Pittsbumgh began working at North Catholic High
School (now Cardinal Wuerl North Catholic). He veaaintenance worker there for 15 years.

Brother Bob spent a year (1979 — 1980) on sabbaticganta Fe, New Mexico. Following this, he
moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, and began work at a mofifp organization established by Lay

Marianists. The organization, called People Work{dgoperatively, provides home repair and
maintenance services to low-income elderly andbiigsahomeowners. Brother Bob remained with
the organization through 1998.

“Bob was serious about prayer and about fun. Heaadn for just about every occasion,” said
Father Charles Stander. “He was always interesteakeieting and talking to new people.”

Beginning in 1999, Brother Bob worked in maintermaad plumbing at the University of Dayton.
He moved to St. Louis, Missouri, in 2006 and wag pathe Waldron Community at Chaminade
College Preparatory. In 2008, at age 77, he mowgeSiena Woods, an assisted living facility in
Dayton.



“In his prime, Brother Bob Johns was an excellend gifted working brother. He was good with
his hands, generous and hard working,” said Fafleen Schroer, who lived in community with
Brother Bob. “In his later years Brother Bob sudi@rwith significant health issues, but never
complained and always lived with a joyful spiritasll as a simple and genuine faith. He was a
grateful man and was committed to the MarianistiBain

May he rest in peace.



