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The Province of Spain recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother José Ramón GARCÍA-MURGA VÁZQUEZ, priest, of the Marianist 

community of Siquem, Madrid, Spain, who died in the service of the Blessed 

Virgin on May 27, 2022 in Madrid, Spain, at the age of 85 with 66 years of 

religious profession. 

 

José Ramón, the youngest son of Juan and María, was born in Cádiz on August 

29, 1936; just one month after the Spanish Civil War began. He studied at San 

Felipe Neri, which is the name of the Marianist school in that beautiful coastal 

city. 

 

He entered the novitiate in Valladolid the day before his 18th birthday and made 

his first profession as a Marianist religious a year later, on September 12, 1955. 

 

After three years of scholasticate in Carabanchel (Madrid), studying philosophy, 



he made his perpetual profession in Vitoria on August 23, 1959. His first teaching 

assignment was in Jerez de la Frontera, where he taught for three years before 

going to the international seminary in Fribourg (Switzerland). The years of 

theological studies in the seminary were for José Ramón years of personal 

growth, of conscientious dedication and intense enjoyment at the same time. He 

found in theology his passion, the field in which he felt he could best contribute 

to the evangelizing mission of the Society. This passion was so evident that when 

he finished his bachelor's degree in Fribourg, just after the Second Vatican 

Council, he went to Rome to complete his doctorate, which he completed two 

years later, in 1967. 

 

After that, he worked for the next six years in Madrid as a school chaplain and 

teacher.  He was also involved in some administrative work during this time.  In 

1973, he began his long tenure as professor of Theology, first at the Pontifical 

University of Salamanca and later at the Pontifical University of Comillas, in 

Madrid.  For 33 years, he taught thousands of students - seminarians, men and 

women religious, and lay people.  He made a number of good friends among the 

professors of theology. Many of them recently wrote words of gratitude and 

appreciation upon learning of José Ramón's passing. 

 

During those years, he was passionate about the themes of the love of God, 

Trinitarian communion and the role of Mary in the life of the Church.  He 

researched and wrote the most about these themes. The Province also asked 

him for numerous works related to our charism and spirituality, especially on 

Marianist Mariology. His last work, when he was already dealing with the effects 

of Alzheimer’s, concerned the vow of stability. 

 

He was a provincial councilor and capitulant for a few years. In the decades 

immediately after the Council, José Ramón made the laudable effort to adapt to 

life in small communities (San Mateo and Adelfas, twice in each place), although 

it was not easy. He was also asked to serve as community superior on one 

occasion, although his nervous disposition made him suffer more than he should 

from that responsibility. 

 

José Ramón was always very close to his family and never ceased to keep in 

permanent contact with them, by mail, telephone and visits. He spoke with 

immense affection of his parents and siblings. He was able to accompany as a 

priest the marriages and baptisms of nephews and grandnephews. To all of them 



 

he wrote a heartfelt spiritual testament when he turned 80 years old. 

 

Once retired from teaching, Jose Ramon spent the last 20 years of his life in the 

community at the provincial house. He researched, wrote and helped in the 

pastoral work of the parish. He also accompanied individuals and groups in their 

spiritual growth. In the last stage of his life, the Marianist Fraternity that 

accompanied him for several decades was of special importance.   This group of 

women of deep faith who, grateful to José Ramón for so many years of 

dedication, cared for him with great affection when he began to lose his abilities 

due to the Alzheimer’s.  Due to this disease, he was experiencing more and more 

fragility, both physical and mental. 

 

When the doctor diagnosed Alzheimer's disease, his community - in which José 

Ramón felt very much at home, loved and cared for - accompanied him with the 

measures suggested by the health professionals. José Ramón, as he had done 

in recent years, allowed himself to be cared for and guided with admirable 

docility. It was very beautiful for the brothers who lived with him to see how 

gratitude and tenderness came more and more naturally to him at the end of his 

life.  It seemed that the long journey of human and Christian maturation wanted 

to show the best fruits at the end. 

 

As is usually the case with this disease, there came a time when José Ramón 

needed more permanent and professional care.  Thus, in 2021 he went to the 

community of Siquem, to be properly cared for in the provincial infirmary. 

 

There, surrounded by his siblings and the medical staff of the house, he died on 

May 27, coinciding with the feast of the Ascension of the Lord.  His father had 

died 66 years earlier on this same feast.  Many brothers, as well as several 

religious sisters, members of the Marianist lay communities, José Ramón's 

relatives, parishioners and friends of his from the university world attended the 

funeral. The Eucharist took place in the parish of Carabanchel.  There, all 

celebrated together the fact that, as José Ramón rightly said, we come from 

Love, we live in Love and we go towards Love. 

 

We give heartfelt thanks to God for the life of our brother José Ramón and we 

trust in his help from the communion of saints. 
  

 


